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Newsletter – September 2009
YOUR COMMITTEE
Michelle Shephard (Chairperson)

Danny Hawkes (Vice Chairperson)

Megan Wansbrough (Treasurer)

Jocelyn Mansley (Secretary)

Sharon Lindner (Publicity Officer)

Cheryl Shadbolt (Committee)

Robert Wansbrough (Committee)

JUDGES SEMINAR AND SOCIAL DAY 30 AUGUST

What an informative day.  It was indeed well worth attending.  It would be fair to say that nobody would have gone home without having either learned something or raised a matter with which they had concerns.  Your committee were thrilled to see over one third of the state membership attend.  (A list of nearly all who attended is toward the end of the newsletter.)  Lana Gray and Michelle Baker from the WP@ CS Committee of Management came well prepared and provided a wealth of information which led to us feeling confident in the strength and continuity of our society.  Considering all positions are filled by volunteers, it is remarkable to hear of the long term commitment of these people.  On behalf of Tasmania, we would like to send a hearty thankyou for all the work the COM undertake on behalf of members.  Also, a big thankyou to Lana and Michelle for coming to Tasmania to help US.  Some of the items of interest talked about were;

New Registrar

Sharon Dooley has been appointed as the new registrar for the WP@ CS

Ceulan Award

To be awarded to the Supreme Welsh Mountain Pony at the next All Welsh Show.  The award consists of  a prize of  $100 and a special sash.
Lady Creswick Award

This award, formerly using a National High point formula, will now travel from state to state each year.  This will provide an opportunity for breeders from all States, even the small ones, to succeed in this area.  The rotation of the award has been decided by ballot and it will be Tasmania’s  turn in 3 years.

Equine Influenza Subsidy

Toward the end of October, each RPG will receive a payment to compensate for the disruption caused by EI.  This will help to reduce the financial strain felt by our group during this period of much reduced event participation.
New sponsorship
The COM have voted to provide the following prizes for the next Tasmanian all Welsh show.
$200 Supreme Welsh

$200 Supreme Ridden Welsh

$100 Champion Welsh Harness

In addition four society medals will be supplied and awarded.
DNA sampling, microchipping
It is possible that the random sampling of ponies will be conducted at All Welsh shows.  This however remains a work in progress with no firm decision at this stage.  Microchipping versus branding is also still very much in the discussion stages.
Currently Under Review

Other matters up for review by the COM include the Standard Show Program and the Judges Panel and assessment process.

General Funding to be considered by COM

Michelle Baker spoke on the financial status of the society and encouraged us to ask for funding if and when the need arose.  A Special Investment has been made by the society with proceeds to be made available to RPG’s for Special Projects.  The interest from the Investment will begin to be available in 12 months time.  Examples of Special projects include items such as Information Days, New Members Days and Judges expenses.  If you have an idea, share it with your committee.  We may qualify to receive financial assistance.

The National Show

Many feel this event should become truly National.  That is to say, members from further away should still be able to attend.  It is a long term goal that Supreme’s from all states will have the means to travel and represent their state at the National show.

DVD – Judging Welsh Ponies and Cobs

As part of the Information day, a DVD on Judging Welsh was screened.  This proved to be a really interesting session, with top UK judges discussing how they judge the various sections.

Membership issues and Judging

Toward the end of the final session, our attention was again drawn to the wealth of information detailed in the members Handbook.  The Handbook is available to all members either on the Web or from the office.  We went on to discuss Judges Rules and Show Regulations and finished with a question and answer session, looking at some of the real issues faced as a judge. 

TASMANIAN ALL WELSH SHOW 2010

The organisation of our next show is continuing.  A meeting to discuss and plan for the show has been scheduled for September 27.  So far organised the venue of Campbelltown Showground, catering, ribbons and trophies, Judge No 1 – Owen Jones UK, Judges accomodation, National Awards and medals.  Sponsorship is still being sort.  Contact Michelle Shepherd, Megan Wansbrough or Jocelyn Mansley if you have some ideas.  Also, if you can spare the time to help out at or with tasks to prepare for our show, please don’s be shy.  All help is gratefully received.  Also if this is the year you are not going to exhibit, perhaps you can help instead.  If we offer to help when we can, it makes a large job much easier.  Many hands make light work.  

FOAL FUTURITY

Entries for the next foal futurity have now closed.  Entries include 16 Section A’s, 1 Section C, 1 Section D and 1 Part-Bred Welsh.  Thankyou to all who have entered.  The next foal futurity will close 31 July 2010.  Mares bred this coming season will carry a foal eligible for the next futurity.    Some positive feedback was received for the following explanation, so it is included again for your information;
Step one
You are a financial member of the W P @ C S

Step two

You have a mare(s) who is going to have a foal eligible to be registered with the W P @ C S

You can nominate as many foals as you like, but the nomination is not transferrable from one foal to another.

Step Three

Before it is born (usually before 31 July) You nominate the foal for the futurity.  At this stage you don’t know what your mare will produce, so it could be said you are backing your own judgment with your breeding choices.  A nomination fee is paid and a form sent in detailing the breeding etc.
Step Four

The foal is born and the following year he/she is rising one.  You are happy with your new baby so before 31 July you decide to stay in the futurity and a second instalment  is paid.

Step Five

Your foal is now rising 2 and the third and final instalment  due by 31 July.

Step six

Your foal is eligible to be shown in the foal futurity at the All Welsh show which will be held during the following show season.  If the timing of this show is similar to the past, the next foal futurity will be held in January 2013.

WHY BOTHER? You might ask.
1. The opportunity to win a substantial monetary prize.  All entries are pooled with the winner receiving the biggest percentage, second placegetter the next biggest percentage and so forth.  Monetary prizes are paid to third place
2. Winning a foal futurity is a good way to promote your studs breeding program.

3. Other members sit up and take notice.  On the mainland, winning a foal futurity is considered a really big deal.  Foals who win a futurity will generally be more saleable and may even achieve a higher than expected sales price.

4. After the trouble of preparing and travelling to the show, it is another class you can exhibit in.

5. To show the mainland breeders the top notch stock which is produced in Tasmania.

Possible Questions?
What if the foal is sold before it is two?  Nominations are transferrable to the new owner, even if this is an interstate member.   The new owner advises the W P @ C S, futurity organiser and takes over the payment of instalments and exhibits the foal in their own state.
What if the event is cancelled?  Entry fees are refunded with only a small amount kept for any out of pocket administrative expenses.

What if the foal is sold to a non member?  The foal cannot be shown in a futurity unless the exhibitor is a current financial member.

What if the foal dies or is injured?  Entry fees are not refundable but you can opt out at any point in the process.  You are not obligated to pay future instalments if you are scratching your entry.  If you opt out however, you cannot opt back in after the 31 July deadline each year.
If I have excited your interest and you would like to enter or enquire about the next futurity, please contact our futurity organiser, Megan Wansbrough.  Phone: 6239 9731 email: llangollenstud@yahoo.com.au 

FUNDRAISING – CHRISTMAS PUDDINGS
Some members of the committee are rolling up their sleeves and will be mixing up some delicious home made Christmas Puddings.  All profits will be for the RPG.  Puddings will be available during the month of November.  Megan, Michelle or Jocelyn will accept your orders with a $ 10  deposit.  The person you place the order with, will be the person you collect them from and you will be given an email or phone call when ready for collection.

1 Kg Christmas Puddings made with free range eggs, dried fruit and brandy.  $ 20
As well as being a special treat for Christmas, they make a lovely gift for the festive season.

Place orders before 31 October to Megan Wansbrough (Hobart and south)

Michelle Shephard (Devonport and northern)

Jocelyn Mansley (Launceston region)
FUNDRAISING - BUNNINGS SAUSAGE SIZZLE
We  have heard these are a great way to raise funds.  We will be seeking a date to host a sausage sizzle at Bunnings Launceston.  If you can cook a sausage or two we’ll be seeking your help.  More news when the date is set.

NEXT NEWSLETTER
The next RPG newsletter will be issued in October.  Any news items can be forwarded to ‘The Secretary’ TRPG, email:  jmansley@sctelco.net.au  The next All Welsh Show Schedule and entry details, will arrive with the next issue.  Remember this is YOUR newsletter and it targets people with similar interests.  All advertising is free.  Our publicity officer, Sharon Lindner, would also be delighted to receive items for publication in the National magazine, ‘ACTION’.
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Don’t forget to check out YOUR RPG website!

News, Pictures or Articles of interest, are willingly accepted from members to enhance the site.
Send to Michelle

Supreme.horseware@bigpond.com


Contacts:

Jocelyn Mansley  03 63 301551 Secretary  email:  jmansley@sctelco.net.au
Sharon Linder 03 62 61 5667 Publicity Officer  email:  kbunny5@bigpond.com
Michelle Shephard 03 64 28 2972 President  email:  supreme.horseware@bigpond.com
Megan Wansbrough 03 62 39 9731 Foal Futurity  email:llangollenstud@yahoo.com.au
Please feel free to contact us about anything, we are here to help!
Attending the Judges Seminar and Social day – 27 members + 2 COM reps
Heather Wood, Michelle Wood, Darian Cooper, Clarissa Griggs, Tracy Canham, Cheryl Shadbolt, Chris and Val Mathias, Judy Comrie, Julie Cooper, Robert Wansbrough, Megan Wansbrough, Karen Bailey, Leonie Kirkhope, Gloria Barlow-Radings, Samantha Nast, Pauline Jefferies, Irene Laughlin, David Bishop, Tina Taylor, Leanne Moore, Michelle Shephard, Jocelyn Mansley, Suzanne Hede, Rebecca Wright, Sharyn Lindner, Danny Hawkes  and of course Lana Gray and Michele Baker from our committee of managmt.
EMAIL ADDRESSES
I notice a there are a great many members of whom I don’t have an email address.  Some that I have are wrong.  If you have received this Newsletter via the post and have an email address, would you please email me jmansley@sctelco.net.au so I can add your details.  It is the quickest way to advise what’s going on and saves a great deal on paper and postage costs.  Please note that when necessary we will still use the ordinary post.







