UNDERSTANDING THE FOAL FUTURITY

Entries for the next foal futurity are due very soon.  The closing date for entering a foal has been extended to 31 August 2009.  If you have a mare pregnant at the moment you might consider entering in this class.  The foals are judged as two year olds which means they would be shown at the All Welsh Show which traditionally would be held around January 2012.  For the purposes of administration it is called the 2011 futurity which can be a little confusing, but 2011 is the season they are considered two year olds.  I must admit I find thinking ahead more than the next season quite a challenge, so I will attempt to explain in plain english how a futurity works.  Prizes are determined by the number of entries and can be a very pleasant surprise when you win or gain a place.

Step one

You are a financial member of the W P @ C S

Step two

You have a mare(s) who is going to have a foal eligible to be registered with the W P @ C S

You can nominate as many foals as you like, but the nomination is not transferrable from one foal to another.

Step Three

Before it is born (usually before 31 July, but this year before 31 August) You nominate the foal for the futurity.  At this stage you don’t know what your mare will produce, so it could be said you are backing your own judgment with your breeding choices.  A nomination fee of  $ 8.00 is paid and a form sent in detailing the breeding etc.

Step Four

The foal is born and the following year he/she is rising one.  You are happy with your new baby so before 31 July you decide to stay in the futurity and a second instalment of $ 10.00   is paid.

Step Five

Your foal is now rising 2 and the third and final instalment of $ 12.00   is due by 31 July.

Step six

Your foal is eligible to be shown in the foal futurity at the All Welsh show which will be held during the following show season.  If the timing of this show is similar to the past, it would be scheduled to be held in January 2012.

WHY BOTHER? You might ask.

1. The opportunity to win a substantial monetary prize.  All entries are pooled with the winner receiving the biggest percentage, second place getter the next biggest percentage and so forth.  Monetary prizes are paid to third place

2. Winning a foal futurity is a good way to promote your studs breeding program.

3. Other members sit up and take notice.  On the mainland, winning a foal futurity is considered a really big deal.  Foals who win a futurity will generally be more saleable and may even achieve a higher than expected sales price.

4. After the trouble of preparing and travelling to the show, it is another class you can exhibit in.

5. To show the mainland breeders the top notch stock which is produced in Tasmania.

 Possible Questions?

What if the foal is sold before it is two?  Nominations are transferrable to the new owner, even if this is an interstate member.   The new owner advises the W P @ C S, futurity organiser and takes over the payment of instalments and exhibits the foal in their own state.
What if the event is cancelled?  Entry fees are refunded with only a small amount kept for any out of pocket administrative expenses.

What if the foal is sold to a non member?  The foal cannot be shown in a futurity unless the exhibitor is a current financial member.

What if the foal dies or is injured?  Entry fees are not refundable but you can opt out at any point in the process.  You are not obligated to pay future instalments if you are scratching your entry.  If you opt out however, you cannot opt back in after the 31 July deadline each year.
If I have excited your interest and you would like to enter or enquire about the next futurity, please contact our futurity organiser, Megan Wansbrough.  Phone: 6239 9731 email: llangollenstud@yahoo.com.au
